
SHE Summer Reading Book Choices with description - All are great picks! 
 

1. The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 
“The Joy Luck Club is one of my favorite books. From the moment I first started reading it, I 
knew it was going to be incredible. For me, it was one of those once-in-a-lifetime reading 
experiences that you cherish forever. It inspired me as a writer and still remains hugely 
inspirational.” —Kevin Kwan, author of Crazy Rich Asians 
 
Amy Tan’s beloved, New York Times bestselling tale of mothers and daughters 
 
Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on 
who's "saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin 
meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they 
call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their 
spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was 
already unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue. 
 
With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep 
connection between mothers and daughters. As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel 
the truth about her life, the strings become more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair 
over daughters, and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the inextricable tightening of their 
matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing readers to immerse themselves into these lives 
of complexity and mystery. 
 
2. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
Charlotte Brontë's most beloved novel describes the passionate love between the courageous orphan 
Jane Eyre and the brilliant, brooding, and domineering Rochester. The loneliness and cruelty of 
Jane's childhood strengthens her natural independence and spirit, which prove invaluable when she 
takes a position as a governess at Thornfield Hall. But after she falls in love with her sardonic 
employer, her discovery of his terrible secret forces her to make a heart-wrenching choice. Ever 
since its publication in 1847, Jane Eyre has enthralled every kind of reader, from the most critical 
and cultivated to the youngest and most unabashedly romantic. It lives as one of the great triumphs 
of storytelling and as a moving and unforgettable portrayal of a woman's quest for self-respect. 
 
3. The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 
Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an inspiring tale of self-discovery, The 
Alchemist has become a modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world and transforming 
the lives of countless readers across generations. 



Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who 
yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—and 
far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential 
wisdom of listening to our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn 
along life's path, and, most importantly, to follow our dreams. 
 
4. All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque 
 
Paul Baumer enlisted with his classmates in the German army of World War I. Youthful, 
enthusiastic, they become soldiers. But despite what they have learned, they break into pieces under 
the first bombardment in the trenches. And as horrible war plods on year after year, Paul holds fast 
to a single vow: to fight against the principles of hate that meaninglessly pits young men of the same 
generation but different uniforms against each other--if only he can come out of the war alive. 
"The world has a great writer in Erich Maria Remarque. He is a craftsman of unquestionably first 
rank, a man who can bend language to his will. Whether he writes of men or of inanimate nature, his 
touch is sensitive, firm, and sure." 
 
5. Lord of the Flies by Willian Golding 
 
Golding’s iconic 1954 novel, now with a new foreword by Lois Lowry, remains one of the 
greatest books ever written for young adults and an unforgettable classic for readers of any 
age. 
  
At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of 
schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far 
from civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as strange howls 
echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far removed from reality 
as the hope of being rescued. 


